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theless, facts and words are but signs destined
to represent the profound causes which pro-
duce them. These causes govern even the
caprices of passion and the accidents of
chance which the scepticism of Voltaire was
pleased to declare the sole motives of human-
ity. Reduced to this, history would lose its
meaning and moral; it would be no longer
either a science or an instruction. The his-
tory of the Revolution, in particular, is sealed
to any such frivolous interpretations. This
great crisis is inexplicable by petty facts; the
action of casual events and-of individuals dis-
appears from it, as though submerged in the
flood. Secondary causes in it can only be ex-
plained by general ones. It is the one great
aim, the national aim here, which supersedes
all others and which alone explains everything
else.

This conception of history is just. The ap-
plication of it to the past of French history is
defective. Madame de Stael lacks not facts,,
but a guide. Why did she not live until 1823 ?
Guizot's Essays, which have illuminated all the
avenues of French history, would have set her
upon the right road, and she would not have
been compelled to grope about in the dark.

She developed this fine proposition inspired
by Montesquieu, and defined by herself duringgh a fact" Never-theuering, knowing noo is the con-d in all the
